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Georgia’s
only Forensic
Entomology Lab

14 arrested
for Dui
The Nighthawks Task Force
South HEAT team held three
routine road checks on Jan. 15

Georgia Southern’s Statesboro
campus is the only forensic
entomology lab in the state of
Georgia.
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EVENTS AROUND CAMPUS
Jan.
30

UPB & OLCs: Vision 2020
5 p.m.
Williams Center Multipurpose Room

Jan.
31

Join the University Programming
Board and the Organization
Leadership Consultants for a vision
board party! Create a vision board
for yourself and/or your student
organization for the goals you
have for 2020! This event is free to
Georgia Southern students.

Feb.
7

Student Organization Essentials (SOE) are
monthly workshops for student leaders who
want hands-on training in essential organization
management topics. Each session will focus on
basics, providing samples, how-tos, and tips to
make you and your organization successful.

Feb.
8

UPB Movie | Joker
6 & 8 p.m.
Russell Union Theatre

SOE Workshop | Event Planning
Presented by: Alexis Bing & Jadia Woodforlk,
Organization Leadership Consultants
3:30 p.m.
Williams Center Multipurpose Room

In Gotham City, mentally troubled
comedian Arthur Fleck is disregarded
and mistreated by society. He then
embarks on a downward spiral of
revolution and bloody crime. This
path brings him face-to-face with his
alter-ego: the Joker. This event is
free and open to the public; students,
please bring your Eagle ID.

72nd Annual Miss Georgia Southern
University Pageant
6 p.m.
Nessmith-Lane Performing Arts Center
Join us for the 72nd Annual Miss Georgia
Southern University Scholarship Pageant!
Who will win the crown?
Miss Georgia Southern University
Scholarship Pageant is the longest standing
preliminary pageant to Miss Georgia in the
entire state! Once crowned, the winner could
go on to become Miss America!

#PETSBORO
Amadeus’s owner: Sidney,
junior geology major
Hey I’m Sidney and this is my lizard Amadeus!
His favorite thing to do is walk around the
neighborhood in his lit tle harness. I’ve had
him for about a ye ar now.

Want you and your pet to be featured next time?
Post your photo on Twitter with the name of your pet and
a little bit about you (name, year, and major).
Make sure you include #petsboro and tag
@GA_Visuals!

Do you have art or creative writing
that you would love to share?
Submit your art and/or creative writing to Miscellany at

miscellany@georgiasouthern.edu
Make sure you use your Georgia Southern email!
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#SeenAtSouthern
Our photographers went out on campus and snapped
some photos depicting life at Georgia Southern. Come
back every week or follow our Twitter, @GA_Visuals, to
see if you have been spotted!

STATEMENT OF
OPERATIONS
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition
is the official student newspaper of
the Statesboro campus of Georgia
Southern University, operated by GS
students using facilities provided by the
university. The newspaper is the oldest
continuously published newspaper in
Bulloch County.
The newspaper is published once
weekly, on Thursdays, during most
of the academic year. Any questions
regarding content should be directed
to the student editor email at gaeditor@
georgiasouthern.edu.

ADVERTISING: Any advertising
inquiries should be directed to ads1@
georgiasouthern.edu. The GeorgeAnne receives additional report in part
from the Student Activities Budget
Committee. For more information,
rate cards, or sample publications,
contact the advertising manager,
ads1@georgiasouthern.edu, or student
media director David Simpson. The
advertiser is responsible for any errors
in advertisements and its liability for
adjustments is limited to the amount
of space the error occupied in the
ad. Further, the newspaper is not
responsible for any damages caused
due to an ad’s omission from a particular
edition and its responsibility solely is to
reschedule the ad in the next regular
edition at the regular advertising rates.

TAMARA TANKSLEY/staff

The semester is
in full swing and
many students have
assignments
due.
Check out Emma
Cook and Nikolai
Pajak as they work
together to complete
a lab for their Field
Methods class.

PUBLICATION

INFORMATION:

The newspaper is printed by The
Statesboro Herald in Statesboro, Ga.

NOTICE: One copy of The GeorgeAnne is free to each person. Multiple
copies may be purchased for $1 each
by contacting ads1@georgiasouthern.
edu.
Unauthorized
removal
of
multiple copies from a distribution site
constitutes theft under Georgia law, a
misdemeanor offense punishable by a
fine and/or jail time.
CORRECTIONS: Contact the editor
at gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu for
corrections and errors.
THE
GEORGE-ANNE
MEDIA
GROUP: The George-Anne Media
Group is made up of print and digital
publications within the Office of Student
Media. These publications have been
designated a public forum for student
expression by Georgia Southern
University. Student executives in charge
of each outlet are authorized to publish
or decline to publish in any medium
content of all kinds without prior
review by any employee of Georgia
Southern University. The publisher of
all George-Anne Media Group outlets
is the Student Media Executive Board,
comprised of the editors-in-chief and
division managers listed below.
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition
weekly newspaper is assembled by
The George-Anne Creative Division
from content provided by all digital
outlets listed below, with additional
content and writing by The GeorgeAnne Division.
All George-Anne Media Group
outlets are headquartered in the
Williams Center. The Office of Student
Media administrative office is located
in Room 2016.

STAFF LIST
THE GEORGE-ANNE DIVISION

KRISTEN BALLARD AND LAUREN SABLA/staff

The Org Fair was held on Monday.
Here are just a few of the organizations
that were in attendance: Campus
Outreach, Alpha Sigma Theta and
Club Mud.

Editor-in-Chief Blakeley Bartee
News Managing Editor Sarah
Smith
News Editor Alexis Hampton
Sports Managing Editor
Amanda Arnold
Sports Editor Elijah Jackson
THE CREATIVE DIVISION
Creative Editor-in-Chief
Rebecca Hooper
Creative Managing Editor
Morgan Carr
Project Design Editor Kayla Hill
Photo Editor Isis Mayfield
G-A Designers Lauryn Terry, Emilie
Powell, Madison Terry, Daniel
Castro
Marketing Manager Alexis
Freeman
Business Manager Coy Kirkland
The Studio Editor-in-Chief
Lawrence Algee
The Reflector Editor-in-Chief
Noelle Walker
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Opinions
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Selection committee, keep the Rooney Rule
in mind for the next athletic director

AMANDA ARNOLD
Amanda is a junior journalism
major from Powder Springs, Ga.

When
Tom
Kleinlein
announced that he was
moving to Ole Miss, many
people wondered what was
next for the Georgia Southern
Athletic Department. Since the
announcement, Deputy Athletic
Director Lisa Sweany has been
named interim director.

The University has put
together a search committee,
consisting of 22 members who
have various positions within
the school. Some familiar names
on the committee include
quarterback Shai Werts, diver
Ashley Kubel and Chris Collins,
head coach of the men’s golf
team.
The school has stated that they
would like to name someone
to the position sometime this
spring.
In 2003, the NFL implemented
a requirement that all teams
would have to interview
minorities when going through
the process of hiring head
coaches and senior football
operations positions, called the
Rooney Rule. The rule was put
into place to combat the lack
of diversity at the professional

level.
The rule was named after
Dan Rooney, former owner of
the Pittsburgh Steelers, who
was also the chairman of the
league’s diversity committee.
At the time, NFL fans and
civil rights activists argued that
African-American coaches were
fired more frequently than their
white counterparts, regardless
of win-loss records and were not
given the same opportunities.
In 2020, the lack of diversity is
still an issue. Yes, it makes sense
for minorities to be interviewed.
But, are teams just doing it to
meet a quota? There are still
only three African-American
head coaches out of all 32 teams
in the NFL.
In college sports, there is
just as much of an issue but
no rule has been put in place

to combat it. When it comes to
college football, there are only
13 African-American coaches
in FBS, and there are currently
130 schools competing in FBS.
In a study concluded in Fall
2018, there were only 12 athletic
directors of color in FBS.
How does this apply to
Georgia Southern? Well, there
has never been an AfricanAmerican athletic director. To
be more specific, there has never
been an athletic director of color
at all.
Kleinlein made a salary
upwards of $276,000 last year
and will surely receive a pay
raise with his new gig. The
question arises, if a person of
color is hired for the position,
will they receive the same
salary?
There have been ten athletic

directors in school history
before Sweany, who is the first
female to hold the position. If a
female is permanently hired for
the position, will she receive the
same salary?
Georgia Southern’s most
recent athletic strategic plan
has an emphasis on inclusive
excellence.
“All
populations
will
feel valued and respected,
regardless of race, gender,
ethnicity, religion, national
origin, age, sexual orientation
or identity, education, or
disability,” it reads.
Though
the
list
of
interviewees has not yet been
released, one could only hope
that a qualified group of diverse
people from many backgrounds
will be considered.

How to team up with your pals to briefly escape
the crushing financial realities of today
Simple tips to help you stretch your wallet
Let’s face it. We’re all broke
here, and student loans are
piling up. According to the
Federal Reserve in 2018,
more than half of young
adults took on debt for their
education. Minimum wage is
$7.25 and has been since 2009.

BLAKELEY BARTEE
Blakeley is a senior writing
and linguistics and multimedia
journalism major from Columbus,
Ga.

1. Pay for just one streaming service.
Get a subscription to Hulu,
Netflix, Disney+ or whatever strikes your fancy. Share
your account with your
friends, who will each do the
same. Boom, now you have
all the streaming services.

Remember 2009? The Black
Eyed Peas, Aeropostale, supercool Facebook? Yeah.
Anyway, these money-saving
tips are designed for you
to enjoy with your friends.
Budgeting alone is boring.
Grab three or more of your

2. Share other stuff too.
Made a giant batch of fried
rice? Dinner party. Tired of
your clothes? Trade ‘em.
Going to the same place?
Carpool. These are simple
ways to help each other save
a little money.

4. Take turns DD’ing.

If you ignore the previous tip and decide
to go out on the weekends anyway, you
might just find yourself dropping tens and
tens of dollars on an Uber or Lyft.
Save money by taking turns being the sober designated driver. Is it fun? Not always.
But it’s a sacrifice that will save you some
cash.

closest friends to keep more
money in your wallet.
Disclaimer: These tips ain’t lifechanging. They’re just little
modifications to the college
student lifestyle that might
save a small amount of money
and strengthen friendships

3. Drink at home.
The occasional night out is a fun
treat, but those cover charges and
trips to the bar can really add up.
If your friend group likes to get
together for drinks and music, try
having the occasional kickback at
home to skip the bar prices.
Here’s a sample conversation
you can use to avoid spending too
much money on a Friday night:

Friend: Hey, wanna go to the
Blue Room?
You: No.
Friend: Southern Social?
You: No.
Friend: ... Shenanigans?
You: Nah. I, a very responsible
student, would like to make
homemade margaritas tonight.
Would you like to join?

5. Enjoy free activities.
Do you find yourself
going out to eat all the
time? Hitting the movie
theater? Driving out to
Savannah and Tybee?
All these (super fun)
activities can take a toll
on your bank account if
you don’t throw in a free

activity every once in a
while.
Check out local event
calendars, try some board
games or plan a movie
night for cheap or free
fun. Or watch grass grow.
Whatever floats your boat.

Do you have an opinion that needs to be heard?
The George-Anne welcomes letters to the editor and appropiate guest columns. All
copy submitted should be 350 words or fewer, typed, and sent via e-mail in Microsoft
Word format to gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu. All submissions must be signed and
include phone number for verification. GS students should include their academic
major, year and hometown. The editors reserve the right to reject any submission and
edit submissions for length.

Page designed by Emilie Powell

Opinions expressed herein are those of the Board of Opinions or columnists
themselves and DO NOT necessarily reflect those of the faculty, staff or administration
of GS, the Student Media Advisory Board, The George-Anne Media Group or the
University System of Georgia.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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GRAD STUDENTS
AT PAULSON

Georgia Southern finalizes spring 2020 commencement

BY SARAH SMITH

The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — Georgia
Southern
University
has
updated the locations and times
for graduate and undergraduate
commencement ceremonies.
The Graduate Ceremony, for
specialist, master’s and doctoral
degree candidates, will be held
on Friday, May 8 at 9:30 a.m.
in Allen E. Paulson Stadium in
Statesboro. This ceremony was
moved from Hanner Fieldhouse
to Paulson Stadium due to the
number of expected graduates,
according to an email from the
University.
This will be the only
ceremony for graduate students

to be recognized.
Two ceremonies will be
held for undergraduates. A
ceremony in Statesboro will be
held on Friday, May 8 at 5:30
p.m. in Paulson Stadium and in
Savannah on Saturday, May 9 at
10 a.m. on the Intramural Field
at the Armstrong Campus.
For any outdoor locations, the
University stated in the email
that each ceremony will be held
in their respective locations rain
or shine. Each graduate will be
recognized individually and all
colleges will be represented at
both locations.
Ticketing was also confirmed
in the email to be required for

every guest at each ceremony.
The University anticipates
that each graduate will be
allowed six to eight tickets.
The final number of tickets
for each graduate will be
determined after the RSVP
deadline
for
graduation
has passed, according to
GS
Communications
and
Marketing.
Tickets are free, and livestreaming will be available for
this who do not get a ticket or
wish to be indoors. A ticket
bank, where unused tickets can
be recycled, will be available for
those who need more tickets,
according to GS.

Georgia Southern
welcomes a new
director of Equal
Opportunity &
Title IX
BY ABBY FULLER

The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — Georgia
Southern
University
has
selected
Amber
Johns
Culpepper, J.D., as the new
director of Equal Opportunity
& Title IX and Title IX
Coordinator.
Culpepper graduated from
GS in 2006 and from The George
Washington University Law
School in 2009. She completed
a summer internship with
the GS Office of Legal Affairs
while she was in law school.
After
graduating
law
school, “Culpepper served
as a Disability Adjudicator
and Hearing Officer for the
State of Georgia Disability

PHOTO: KATHERINE ARNTZEN

Adjudication
Services
in
Savannah,” according to an
email from GS.
In February 2015, Culpepper
returned to the GS Office of
Legal Affairs, and in March
2019, she became the interim
director of Equal Opportunity
& Title IX and Title IX
coordinator.
The
Office
of
Equal
Opportunity & Title IX ensures
that all GS campuses comply
with
policies
regarding
discrimination and with Equal
Opportunity and Affirmative
Action laws. The office also
administers the University’s
Sexual Harassment and Sexual
Misconduct policies on all GS
campuses.

GS STUDENT DEBUTS FASHION LINE
WITH POSITIVE VIBES
Jalease Turner released her fashion line last Friday with a show at the Williams Center.
BY ALEXIS HAMPTON
The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO
—
Jalease
Turner, a Georgia Southern
University marketing student,
debuted her first clothing line at
“Uncivilized Society: A Fashion
Extravaganza” on Friday.
More than 100 students
gathered in the William Center
to support the show and its
featured creators.
The fashion show featured
student creatives such as
designers,
models,
singers,
rappers and dancers.
Turner originally put on the
fashion show as a project for
her marketing class, allowing
young entrepreneurs to come
together, create and showcase
their talents, but it turned into
an opportunity to show students
her own creativity.

The line is called Treasure
Trunk and is available for
purchase now, upon request.
Treasure
Trunk
features
colorful
sweatshirts
with
positive phrases such as “Pray”
and “Love Thyself.”
Turner said her goal with this
line is to spread positive vibes
throughout her generation and
remind people that things will
get better.
Not only did Turner show off
her designing abilities at the
show, but she also performed
an original song as her artist
persona, Soul Tree.
As Soul Tree, she doesn’t have
anything out yet, but she plans to
release something in the future.
Turner said, “It still doesn’t
feel real. This whole process has
been [crazy], so I’m kind of still
on that high, but it feels good.”

KRISTEN BALLARD/staff
KRISTEN BALLARD/staff

ALEXIS HAMPTON/staff

ALEXIS HAMPTON/staff
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Nighthawks arrest 14 people
for DUI in Statesboro

New engineering building will
not come with change in bus
routes

BY SARAH SMITH
ISIS MAYFIELD/staff

The Center for Engineering and Research building is located across the street
from the Biological Sciences Building.
BY ANTHONY BELINFANTE
The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — Georgia Southern
University students planning to
take classes in the new Center for
Engineering and Research Building
(CEaR) can expect to walk to class in
the coming months.
The CEaR, which has been in
development since Jan. 2019, will
have parking available for students
and faculty. But students who do not
purchase a parking pass will have to
find a route to travel on foot in order
to get to class.
“At this time, there are no plans to
alter the bus routes to accommodate
the new Engineering (CEaR)
Building,” Derrick Davis, director of
parking and transportation, said.
Students relying on the Gold and
Sweetheart Shuttle bus routes will
soon be in search of the quickest
way to get to the building located on

the corner of Akins Blvd. and Forest
Drive.
The Sweetheart Shuttle Route, also
known as the Stadium Shuttle, makes
a stop at the nursing and chemistry
and education buildings. If students
were to take that route, they could
cross the street and arrive at the new
building.
The Gold Route buses stop at the
RAC and two stops on Forest Drive.
Taking that route would result in a
more time-consuming walk to class
than the Sweetheart Shuttle.
Students still have a few months
to decide on a possible route, or
whether they will purchase a parking
pass.
“Construction is expected to be
complete by October 21, 2020,”
Matthew Shingler, director of
facilities planning, design and
construction, said. “With Furniture
and equipment move-in following
the construction.”

The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — The Nighthawks
DUI Task Force South conducted three
road checks throughout Statesboro on
Wednesday, Jan. 15, resulting in 14 people
going to jail for DUI.
Of those 14 arrested for DUI, 10 were
alcohol related and four were drug
related, according to Sgt. J.K. Crews with
the Georgia State Patrol.
Of the 10 alcohol related DUI arrests,
four of them were under the age of 21. Of
the four drug related DUI arrests, three
were under the age of 21. Out of the 14
people arrested that night, no one was
above the age of 22, according to Crews.
The road checks were on Lanier Drive,
Cypress Lake Road and Robin Hood Trail,
according to Crews. All of these roads
closely border the Georgia Southern
University campus.
Crews is in charge of the Nighthawks
DUI Task Force South and said that 14
DUIs in a single night in Bulloch County
is a large number compared to normal.
“Our normal night here is more of a five
to ten range [in DUI arrests],” Crews said.
Weekdays are normally when the
Nighthawks are in Statesboro because
many college students go home over

New online Master
of Public Health
degree offered for
fall 2020
BY ASHTON CHRISTIANSON
The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — Georgia Southern
University will offer a new fully online
Master of Public Health (MPH) degree
with a concentration in applied public
health beginning in fall 2020.
The online program is for the
concentration in applied public health
specifically. Other concentrations in the
overall MPH program - biostatistics,
community health, environmental
health sciences, epidemiology and
public health policy & management
do not yet have fully online option,
Page designed by Madison Terry

the weekend. The Nighthawks come to
Statesboro around two to three times a
month, according to Crews.
There are more people, events and
bars in Savannah but as graduation and
football games approach, the
Nighthawks will most likely be busier
in Statesboro, Crews said.
Crews has been with the Nighthawks
Task Force South since they started in 2009
and has noticed a decline in the amount
of DUIs in the area because of their work.
The Nighthawks Task Force is a
grant funded Highway Enforcement of
Aggressive Traffic team with the mission
to patrol areas during peak DUI times,
as well as check drivers for speeding,
distracted driving, seatbelts and more.

PHOTO: GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

The Nighthawks Task Force South HEAT
team held three routine road checks on
Jan. 15, arresting 14 people for DUI.

Georgia Southern recognized
for 14 top degree programs
BY ASHTON CHRISTIANSON
The George-Anne staff

according to the Jiann-Ping Hsu
College of Public Health website.
The online program will have a
focus on public health education,
information and advocacy, according
to a press release.
The press release states that GS
will provide academic advisors and
technical support for all students
enrolled in the online master’s
program.
Applications are open for Fall 2020
enrollment in the program, according
to the press release.

STATESBORO — Georgia Southern
University was recognized for having
multiple top degree programs in the
country by Intelligent.com. According
to a press release, Intelligent.com
compared GS programs with that of
other schools with similar programs
on a scale of 1 to 100.
According to the press release, GS
has 14 top degree programs ranging
from education to sports management.
Several of these programs are ranked
in the top 10. These programs are listed
below.
• Sports
management
degree
programs
• Master’s in sports management

degree programs
MBA degree programs
Master’s in higher education
degree programs
• Sports medicine degree programs
• Master’s in accounting degree
programs
• Master’s in sports medicine
degree programs
• Accounting degree programs
The other rank top ranking
degree programs, according to
the press release, are master’s in
early childhood education degree
programs, respiratory therapy degree
programs, master’s in education
degree programs, master of science in
nursing degree programs and master’s
in education administration degree
programs.
•
•

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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A Look Inside Georgia’s Only
Forensic Entomology Lab
BY SAVANNAH SAVAGE-JOHNSON
The George-Anne Reflector staff

Located in the Biological Sciences
Building on Georgia Southern University’s
Statesboro campus is the only forensic
entomology lab in the state of Georgia.
Associate Professor of Biology Ed
Mondor, Ph.D, constructed the lab
after helping Bulloch County with an
investigation.
The first case the lab took came from
the Bulloch County Sheriff’s Office.
Officers found the remains of an elderly
female inside a trailer. They reached out
to GS to see if anyone on campus with a
background in entomology could help
with the case.
“There were insects on the body,”
Mondor said. “They had no idea how
long she had been dead and wanted to
know if anyone at the university could do
anything like that.”
While Mondor’s background is not in
forensics, he has been studying insects
since 1994.
Mondor said he knows how to identify
insects, but he did not know about the
forensic part. He contacted a faculty
member at Texas A&M, who helped him
understand how to help with forensics
based on entomology knowledge.
“The more I learned, talking with law
enforcement about forensic entomology,
the more it was clear that nobody did this
type of work, and they had nowhere to
send the specimens,” Mondor said. “They
had no one to identify them, so that’s
when we started really setting up our
forensic entomology lab.”
Mondor said that the process of setting
up the lab was not very different from
setting up any other science lab. He said
that it was important to make sure the
lab had microscopes and all the literature
necessary to run the lab in addition to
dichotomous keys and anything else one
may need to identify the insects.
The entomology lab is shared with a
geneticist who is able to help out with
the genetic aspect of entomology. This is
helpful when insect evidence is present
that cannot otherwise be identified, such
as cases where the sample is misshapen or
there are only pieces of it.
The lab has worked with many different
law enforcement agencies since its
creation. They sometimes host workshops
to help local law enforcement understand

what is needed for forensic entomology.
Mondor has had a lot of students
involved in forensic projects over the
years, including a student who completed
an honors thesis over an actual case.
Jazlyn Brown, junior biology major is
currently working on a research project in
the entomology lab under the advisement
of Mondor.
She does all her research at GS with
Mondor serving as her mentor. Brown
said that she is not the first person to do
this study, but she is the first person in a
long time to re-conduct it and get it back
up and running.
Brown has devoted a lot of her time
to this research. She spent many hours
preparing the traps that would be used
to capture the flies she needed for her
experiment.
“Preparing the traps, I was in here every
single day from like 3:45 to 6 just getting
the traps together,” Brown said. “When I
actually set them out, it didn’t take long,
but the traps had to be set outside for two
days, so I would put them out on Friday,
and I had to come back on Sunday to recollect the traps.”
In the lab, she has jars of all the flies
caught.
Brown said that the experiment has been
productive.
“We did collect a lot of flies, and we also
collected a lot of unknown insects,” Brown
said. “We collected over 1,400 flies total.”
Brown said that her forensic entomology
project is about determining what cues the
flies use and what their preference is.
“Each fly species has its own preference,
so if the body has been sitting out for five
hours whereas another body has been out
for five days, a different species of each
insect is going to come,” Brown said.
Brown said that other students should
know that even though Blow Flies are
disgusting, they hold valuable information
that can tell you things about the area
around you which is very important to
society.
Mondor said having the only forensic
entomology lab in Georgia is good for GS.
“For students who are interested in
things like forensic entomology or forensic
science, we can give students direct, handson training in how to analyze evidence,
how to identify it and also, if anybody is
thinking about going to grad school, we
can give them first-hand experience in
what we actually do,” Mondor said.

ISIS MAYFIELD/staff

ASHTON CHRISTIANSON/staff

ASHTON CHRISTIANSON/staff

ASHTON CHRISTIANSON/staff
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Eagles break four-year
drought against the Panthers
BY ELIJAH JACKSON

The George-Anne staff

The
Georgia
Southern
women’s basketball team beat
the Georgia State Panthers 81-56
in the first of the doubleheader
at Hanner.
This win marked the end of
the Eagles four year drought
against the Panthers and the
end of their current four game
losing streak. Led by a strong
performance from Tatum Barber
the Eagles took complete control
of the game in the second half.
Here’s a quick look at the win:

Top performers

Junior
guard
Tatum
Barber led the Eagles with 21
points and seven rebounds
while graduate guard Nikki
McDonald added 15 points off
the bench.

GSU guard Jada Lewis had
16 points. She was the only
double digit scorer for the
Panthers.

Key stat

The Eagles outscored the
Panthers in the second half 4926.

Notables

GS had a strong shooting
night from 3-point range as
they shot 10-21 for the game
as a team while also shooting
50% from the field as a team
overall.
GS defense was very good
in the second half as they held
GSU to 33% shooting from the
field.
The team breaks their four
game losing streak with the
win and will play Coastal
Carolina next Thursday for the
start of a two-game road trip.

TAMARA TANKSLEY/staff

Junior guard Tatum Barber led the women’s basketball team to a victory over Georgia State.

Men's basketball unable to seal
a final second win against rival

BY AMANDA ARNOLD

The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO
—
The
Georgia
Southern
men’s
basketball team could not
pull out a win against rival
Georgia State behind a slow
offensive performance in the
second half.
In front of a sold-out crowd,
GS broke their winning streak
at home. The Eagles went into
the break up by five, but were
outscored 42-32 in the second
half. GS held the lead for
about 34 minutes but in the
final minutes, the team could
not put the game away.

Top performers

Redshirt-senior guard Ike
Smith led both teams with
23 points, followed by senior
forward Isaiah Crawley’s 13
points.

Key stat

GS went over three minutes
without
scoring,
which
allowed the Panthers to lessen
their deficit in the final few
minutes of regulation.

Key Play

GS shot 59% percent from
the free throw line in the
second half. Two missed
shots by Smith in the final ten
seconds gave the Panthers an
advantage, as those points
would have forced the game
into overtime.

Notables

Redshirt-junior guard Quan Jackson tallied 13 points in the game.
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The loss broke the tie with
GSU in conference standings
and put the Eagles tied with
Arkansas State in third place,
with the Panthers in second.
The State bench scored 28
points compared to GS’ 17.
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#SouthernNotState
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Sophomore guard Calvin Wishart charged towards the basket, outrunning the Georgia State Panthers.

Redshirt-senior guard Ike Smith led both teams with 23 points.

ISIS MAYFIELD/staff
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Senior forward Victoria Stavropoulos gets pumped before the
rivalry game. The women’s basketball team went on to defeat the
Panthers 81-56, a win that ended the four-year drought against
Georgia State.
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Women's basketball freshman goes viral with scholarship offering

PHOTOS: GS ATHLETICS

Jaiden Hamilton, freshman GS basketball player, was tasked to read the defensive preview for the game against Georgia State. Instead of a game plan, Hamilton reads out loud
to her team and family that she has received a full-ride scholarship. “...[Georgia State] won’t be able to stop me because I have just received a full-ride scholarship to Georgia
Southern University,” Hamilton reads. After the surprise, teammates jumped on her to celebrate.
BY ELIJAH JACKSON
The George-Anne staff

For freshman Jaiden Hamilton, she
didn’t see herself starting at all this
season for Georgia Southern but rather
come off the bench and continue to
get better for the future. Little did she
realize that she be one of the bright
spots for the Eagles on offense this year.
“Before the season started I was kind
of struggling, trying to keep up with
everybody,” Hamilton said. “I knew I
was gonna play but I didn’t think I was
gonna be playing like 20-30 minutes

and then eventually starting.”
Hamilton scored more than 2,000
points at Laney High School and she was
a star in the classroom. She ended up
graduating in her class as Salutatorian
and has declared health science as her
major here at GS.
Head Coach Anita Howard played
a big role in the decision to become
an Eagle, and, of course, the close
proximity to her hometown of Augusta.
“At the beginning of the season
especially when I came up here for the
summer, I wouldn’t say I was weak but
compared to the rest of the team I kind

of was,” she said. “But I think now I'm
more stronger and more in shape.”
Compared to being a student-athlete
in high school, Hamilton feels that
being a Division I athlete is a lot more
draining and tiring because of the days
where there may be two practices or
weights right after a practice.
The rigor of the sport has helped
discipline her body on and off the court.
For Hamilton when it came to
basketball there was no plan B,
basketball had always been the only
option.
“I didn’t really have a plan B like I

knew what I wanted to study in college
but I never think about, like working all
my life,” Hamilton said. “Basketball has
always been my plan A."
Hamilton hopes that after college
she’ll be able to go overseas or play
professional basketball here in America.
Since starting, Hamilton has scored
over her season average in points in four
of the games in the nine game stretch.
Because of her play this season
Hamilton was surprised with a full
scholarship in front of her teammates
and family. The video has since went
viral on various social media outlets.

Donald Rutledge forces fumble
in Collegiate Bowl, impresses NFL scouts
BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff

When Georgia Southern
safety Donald Rutledge Jr.
played in the NFLPA Collegiate
Bowl, he knew he had
something to prove to Eagle
football fans. The graduate
transfer had been a standout on
defense all season, but NCAA
rules deemed him ineligible to
play in the Cure Bowl due to
academics.
“It was tough,” Rutledge
said. “[I] felt like I let my boys
down. They understood but
whole time I’m watching the
game I’m thinking of plays I
could’ve made to help the team
so it was rough for me.”
In his last regular season
game against Georgia State
in November, he had seven
tackles, but 50 on the season.
He spent three seasons leading
the Tiger defense at Savannah
State prior to his last season of
eligibility in Statesboro.
Rutledge
accepted
the
invitation a few months ago and

felt honored by the opportunity
to continue his football career.
The bowl was formed in
2012 by the National Football
Association Players Association
in efforts to garner attention for
senior football players who are
eligible for the NFL draft.
The week-long experience
provided many opportunities
for Rutledge to showcase his
skills and he took full advantage
of them. He predicts that there
were over 250 scouts present
and he was on pins and needles
all week. He was coached
by former head coach of the
Oakland Raiders and Cleveland
Browns, Hue Jackson.
“They were at every practice
and in the hotel evaluating
everything you did from the
way you play to the way you
eat, but I got great feedback
from everyone I met with,” he
said.
The actual game took place
at the Rose Bowl Stadium in
Pasadena, CA and it was a
dream come true to play in such
a historied venue. The stadium

Championship loss guides
team to a family culture
BY SARAH SMITH

The George-Anne staff

Head Coach Sean McCaffrey made
sure when he came to Georgia Southern
from Armstrong that he implemented a
family atmosphere within the women’s
tennis program on and off the court.
The love for these players stems
from McCaffrey’s own upbringing
and learning from his wife and two
Page designed by Rebecca Hooper

is home to the UCLA football
team and has hosted several
Super Bowls, World Cups and,
of course, the Rose Bowl.
“Crazy being able to play in
a stadium where so many big
time games were held,” he said.
“Definitely a blessing.”
He played alongside game
changers from across the
country, including several Sun
Belt foes from Appalachian
State, South Alabama and Troy.
The South Carolina native
played for the American Team
and tallied two total tackles
and a forced fumble, which
has been making its rounds on
social media. He felt like his
performance was solid and that
he showed his versatility.
“I tried my best to enjoy
the week but this was a job
interview, all business,” he
said. “So definitely made sure
I handled mine before the fun.”
Rutledge graduated from SSU
with a bachelor's degree in Civil
Engineering and is working
towards a master’s degree in
Manufacturing Engineering.

daughters how to relate and be there for
the team.
“I’m hard and tough in my own way,
but the route that I took was to find a
way for inclusion and transparency,”
McCaffrey said. “For me, it’s about
being honest and being loving for all the
girls on the team.”
It is important to McCaffrey that the
team honors the two seniors, Arianne
De Winter and Paula Boixader, who
worked hard for points last season.
Boixader was named on the ITA AllAcademic Team, finishing the season
15-10 in singles and 16-10 in doubles. De

PHOTO: KEVIN KOSKI

Former Georgia Southern safety Donald Rutledge runs the ball
at the Rose Bowl Stadium for the American Team. Rutledge
participated in the NFLPA Collegiate Bowl after being ineligible
to play in the Cure Bowl due to academics.

Winter was named on the All-Sun Belt
Second Team and the ITA All-Academic
Team.
“A lot of the balls that we hit throughout
our practice [and] in our training are
owed to them,” McCaffrey said.
The team is coming off of a conference
championship loss, falling to South
Alabama. Performing well in the
conference was an outcome that many
people didn’t expect, but put eyes on
the Eagles for the 2019-20 season.
“It’s more than respect now,”
McCaffrey said. “It’s respect. Sure. But
now there’s going to be fear. When

there’s fear and hope on the opposite
side of it… that’s a scary, scary thing.
And that’s what we have.”
The Eagles’ next match will be against
Texas A&M, ranked 18th in the nation,
in Orlando, FL.
“I’m expecting everyone to find a
way to rise up to all the challenges and
opportunities, win or lose, especially
when you play a team like Texas A&M,”
McCaffrey said.
With this weekend being the only
weekend the ladies will have off in a few
months, the team will take advantage of
the rest and recovery time.
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Phi ___ Kappa
Rage
Fraud
Bishop of Rome
Reed
Cherish
Nimbus
Retireimage
Computer
Paper measures
Rich
Medea
rode on it
Gaul
Cricket
Riotwicket
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Profi
ts
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SueSecret
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Not so much
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To contact the creatitve editor-in-chief, email prodmgr@georgiasouthern.edu
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Georgia Southern students
We’re Miscellany Magazine for the Arts from
The George-Anne Media Group, and we want your creative work.

Creative Nonfiction
Fiction

Art

Photography

Poetry
And more

Email your submissions to

miscellany@georgiasouthern.edu.
Check out our submissions guidelines at miscellany.reflectorgsu.com

